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ladies and Gentlemen, the purpose of our gathering today is to

celebrate Martin Luther King Jr., the famous American civil rights

activist whose fight against all forms of injustices against humanity in

America, have become major perspectives in addressing social ills all

over the world. As we join each and everyone here present to

celebrate this special day, permit me to share two known important

quotes with us

John F Kennedy, ex-U.S. President during his inaugural address

January 20, 1961 told his fellow Americans:

1 Ask not what your country can do for you -ask what you can do

My fellow citizens of the worldfor your country ask not what

America will do for you But what together we can do for the

freedom of man.

2 Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free

and full development of his personality is possible (Universal

Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations, Article 29, 1948).

This year's official theme for the MLK celebration is "A Day of Service".

Distinguished guests, ladies and Gentlemen, the two quotations I have

just read challenge us to offer service to our nation, society and our

We all represent one community or the other.immediate communities.

The importance of the University community as an example, to any

What manner of service do wesociety cannot be over-emphasized.

Lecturers and students can offer to show case to the publicrequire?
how to maintain a clean environment; or how to approach issues in a
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non-violent manner. Medics can offer to provide free health services to

those in need. We all here have the opportunity to offer one form of

service to our immediate communities. We are sure you don't want to

wait until you have a degree or you are given a political appointment.

That is the challenge the icon we celebrate his day today brings before

us.

This is an event the University of Jos-American Corner marks every

graduation.

Finally, we thank the Ambassador for choosing to visit personally to be

part of this memorable event. Through the understanding of the Public

listening.
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